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Find a quiet and comfortable place to read.

Give your child your complete attention.
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Set up a consistent time to read.

This helps establish homework time later.
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Children learn to read by being read to.
Studies have shown that a child who has been read to grasps the idea early on that print contains a message, not the pictures.  Storybooks have a language all of their own.  So, the more stories that read to your child, the better for him or her.  Children who know that books are fun and interesting want to learn to read.  Make this a special time to build a love for books.
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After reading a story, discuss what happened or ask your child to retell the story.

Help if you need to.  Discuss the main character, characters, and dequence of events, illustrations, and feelings about the story.
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Encourage your child to join you.
In rereading familiar, and/or repetitive parts of stories and predictable sequence books.
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Reading extends beyond storytime.
Cereal boxes, store signs, road signs, etc… Help your child become aware of words by labeling things around the house.  Label the light switches with “on” and “off” and the doors with “in” and “out.”  Words are all around us.
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Learn and practice letter-sound identification.

Use an alphabet book with letters and corresponding pictures (or use our Alphabet Linking Chart found in our BEE Books.)  Listen to your child read this nightly.  “A, apple” NOT “A is for apple.”  Do not forget to have your child point as they read.
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Children learn to read by reading.

Encourage your child to read to you.  Ask them to bring books home from school.  Have your child look at the pictures of a book first and make a prediction about what will happen next.  The prediction may not be right, but it helps the reader get involved in the story.
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Children who think they can read are confident enough to try.

Reading should always be fun.  A frustrated reader is a reader who is not going to take the necessary risks to improve their skills.  A reader is like an athlete.  The more a child reads the better their reading becomes.
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Encourage your child to point to the words.

Beginning readers must learn where to begin, which way to go, and what is a word.  Children are learning to match the words they hear in oral language to words in written language.  Pointing helps to remind your child to really look at the words.  Pointing helps your child focus and notice the details of our written language, for instance, where one words ends and the other begins.
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Praise your child’s efforts.

Each ‘mistake’ is another chance to learn.  Each success, no matter how small, is a building block toward their future success as an independent reader.
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Should I cover the pictures in the book?

No.  Good readers check the pictures for clues to the story.  That is why the teacher encourages your child to use the pictures for help.  Covering the pictures would make their search for the correct work or phrase more difficult.
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Is memorizing reading?

Memorizing is an early part of a child’s reading development.  Think of it as a stage.  Memorizing repeated phrases is actually a helpful strategy as the reader can now focus on the changing parts of the story and move quickly through the predictable lines.  A child’s memory for text builds fluency and helps them read more smoothly.
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When my child begins to read, should I make my child sound out words they do not know?

Knowing the sounds letters make is very important, but if we sounded out every word, reading would be very laborious and not much fun.  Today, children are introduced to words within the context of a story, not in isolation.  Easier stories tend to have a pattern with very supportive pictures and are perfect materials for phonetic practice.  When a child comes to a tricky word the teacher may prompt the child with… “Look at the first letter of the unknown word, say the letter sound, and make a guess.”  Knowing how to use the beginning and ending sounds, aw well as the context of the story and the picture, prevents your child from needing to “sound out” every word.  As books become more difficult, the reader uses many phonetic strategies.
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What are some of the ways I can help my child when they do not know a word?


There are many things you can do.

· First of all, help your child before they become frustrated.

· Have your reader check the pictures for clues.

· Tell them to look at the first letter of the unknown word, say the letter sound, and make a guess.  Always encourage them to make the story “make sense” and “sound right.”

· Reread

· Ask your child to go back to the beginning or a sentence and make another attempt at the difficult word.

· IF YOUR CHILD IS STILL STRUGGLING AFTER APPROXIMATELY 5-6 SECONDS, SIMPLY TELL THEM THE WORD.
What can I do at home to help my child with reading?








